
















WE THEN 

WORKWITH 
community members to 
create, implement, and 
evaluate the solutions to 
the problems they have 
identified in their 
community. In the case of 
this comic book, the 
"solutions" of a 
community garden and 
establishing a block club 
represent the community 
coming together and 
creating resources that 
contributes to them 
thriving. Other solutions 
could be a school or 
education program that 
responds to the unique 
culture and needs of that 
neighborhood's youth or a 
grassroots mental health 
and wellbeing system run 
for and by the residents. 

THANK YOU for reading this
comic book about our Community 
Engagement Initiative [CEIi, the first step 
in our model of Culturally Responsive 
Community Transformation. From youth 
to elders, gang members to police, a 
typical CEI may include talking to over 
800 people in a neighborhood through 
interviews and focus groups that get at 
the heart of the issues that matter most 
to the community. Each neighborhood 
has core assets and talents. For example, 
community includes formal and informal 
teachers, counselors, health providers, 
and spiritual guides; socially conscious 
businesspeople, social entrepreneurs, 
spiritual leaders, and community 
organizers. There is untapped talent in 
engineering, agriculture, culinary arts, 
construction, business development, 
and conflict meditation. The CEI 
unearths this talent and supports the 
development of "home grown" solutions 
and systems. 

BECOME is a 501 c3 nonprofit

organization and professional practice 
dedicated to fostering equity, justice, and 
actualization with marginalized communities. 
Our work is based on the process and science 
Culturally Responsive Evaluation. 

For more information about Become or our 
Community Engagement Initiative please visit 
our web site at www.becomecenter.org, email 
us at info@becomecenter.org or call us at 

312-620-0474.
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